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Clergy

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
His Grace Bishop THOMAS, Auxiliary Bishop of Charleston, Oakland & the Mid-Atlantic
Very Rev. Fr. George Alberts, Pastor
Very Rev. Fr. Dr. David Hester, Pastor Emeritus ! Very Rev. Fr .Herbert Nahas, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Deacon Joseph Clark (Temporarily Attached)
Subdeacon William Obeid + Subdeacon N.D. Namey + Subdeacon John Moses Jr. + Subdeacon Marshall Goodge

WELCOME to the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. We are
the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to the
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus Christ were first called
Christians (Acts 11:26).
The Orthodox Church is the oldest and second-largest Christian group in the world. We
are called by God, our Creator, to worship and follow Him and to proclaim to the world His
message of love, peace and salvation.
God loves all mankind and desires that all human beings should believe in Him, know Him,
abide in Him, and receive eternal life from Him. To accomplish this God Himself came into
the world as a man in Jesus Christ --- becoming man that we might become like God.
The Parishioners of St. Mary Parish welcome you and are pleased that you have decided to
worship Almighty God with our Parish family today. We encourage you to learn about our
Orthodox faith and our Parish if you are not yet Orthodox.
Although the non-Orthodox may not receive Holy Communion, which may only be given to
the Orthodox faithful, we invite you to come forward at the close of the Liturgy to receive
a blessing from the Priest and blessed bread. Please also come downstairs to the Parish
Hall join us for our fellowship hour.

Our Patronal Feast is the DORMITION (FALLING-ASLEEP) OF THE THEOTOKOS, which
is one of the Twelve Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church and is celebrated
each year on August 15. The Theotokos, the Virgin Mary, was “blessed
amongst women,” and she was chosen “to bear the Savior of our souls.”
Orthodox Christians consider her to be the Queen of all the saints and
angels. Knowing she is eternally present at the throne of God interceding
for mankind, we pray for her love, guidance, and protection.

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING
SERVICES & EVENTS

" Today

Blessing of Waters at conclusion of
Liturgy

" Thur. Jan 10 Spaghetti Dinner – 4:00 to 6:00 pm
" Sat. Jan. 12

Confessions from 4:30 – 5:00 pm
& Vespers at 5:00 pm

" Sun. Jan. 13

Matins at 8:50 am + Divine Liturgy
at 10:00 am * Festival Meeting after
Liturgy

COMMEMORATIONS
! Today
Holy Bread, Bulletin and
Coffee Hour are offered in loving
memory of Sylvia and John Morrash by
Diane and Mike Fort and daughters also
Trisagion Prayers for Sylvia Morrash on
the 4th Anniversary of her repose and also
Bulletin & Coffee Hour are sponsored in
loving memory of Charles Casem by
Denise Hasneh and also Trisagion Prayers
are for Charles Casem
! January 20 Holy Bread, Bulletin and
Coffee Hour are sponsored in loving
memory by the Family of George and Hal
Morrash for the 40 day memorial for
George Morrash and the 2 year memorial
for Hal Morrash and also Trisagion
Prayers are for George and Hal Morrash
! January 27 Holy Bread and Bulletin are
sponsored in loving memory of Marla
Hunter by Nancy and Jim Hunter and
sisters Mary, Megan and Melinda
! February 3 Coffee Hour is sponsored in
loving memory of Fannie Namey and
Zanie Namey by the Namey Family
! February 24 Holy Bread, Bulletin and
Coffee Hour are sponsored in loving
memory of Sadie Moses Barkovitz by her
Family + Trisagion Prayers for 1 year
Memorial of Sadie Barkovitz

THE SYNAXARION
On January 6 in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the Holy Theophany, or Epiphany, of our Lord, God
and Savior Jesus Christ.
When our Lord reached thirty years from His physical birth, He began His teaching and saving work. He
Himself signified this “beginning of the beginning” by His baptism in the River Jordan. St. Cyril of Jerusalem
says, “The beginning of the world: water; the beginning of the Good News: Jordan.” At the time of the baptism
of the Lord in water, the Father was revealed to the sense of hearing; the Spirit was revealed to the sense of sight,
and in addition to these, the Son was revealed to the sense of touch. The Father uttered His witness about the
Son, the Son was baptized in the water, and the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove hovered above the water. John
the Baptist witnessed and said about Christ, “Behold, the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world.”
When John immersed and baptized the Lord in the Jordan, the mission of Christ in the world and the path of
our salvation were shown. That is to say: The Lord took upon Himself the sins of mankind and died under them
(immersion) and became alive again (the coming out of the water); and we must die as the old sinful man and
become alive again as cleansed, renewed and regenerated. This is the Savior and this is the path of salvation. The
Feast of the Epiphany (Theophany in Greek) is also called the Feast of Illumination. For us, the event in the
River Jordan illuminates, by manifesting to us God as Trinity, consubstantial and undivided. Also, every one of
us through baptism in water is illumined by this, that we become adopted by the Father of Lights through the
merits of the Son and the power of the Holy Spirit.
Unto Christ be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. Amen.

Festal Divine Liturgy Variables on January 06
The Theophany of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
**Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great**

APOLYTIKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for the
voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the likeness of
a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and enlightened the
world, glory to Thee.

KONTAKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST IN TONE FOUR
On this day Thou hast appeared * unto the whole world, * and Thy light, O Sovereign Lord, * is signed
on us who sing Thy praise * and chant with knowledge: Thou hast now come, * Thou hast
appeared, O Thou Light unapproachable.

q THE EPISTLE r
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endureth forever.
THE READING FROM THE EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO TITUS. (2:11-15; 3:4-7)
My son Titus, the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, training us to renounce
irreligion and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world; awaiting our
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for
us to redeem us from all iniquity and to purify for Himself a people of His own who are zealous for
good deeds. Declare these things; exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you. When
the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of deeds done
by us in righteousness, but in virtue of His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal in the
Holy Spirit, which He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that we might be
justified by His grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life.

q THE GOSPEL r
THE READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW. (3:13-17)
At that time, Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by Thee, and Thou dost come to me?” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. And when Jesus was baptized, He went up immediately from the water, and behold, the
heavens were opened and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and alighting on Him; and
lo, a voice from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased.”

Today We Celebrate The Great Feast of the Epiphany
The Feast of the Holy Theophany (Epiphany) of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is
celebrated each year on January 6. The Feast commemorates the Baptism of Christ and the
divine revelation of the Holy Trinity. At the Baptism of Christ, all three Persons of the Holy
Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—were made manifest. Thus, the name of the Feast is
Epiphany, meaning manifestation, or Theophany, meaning manifestation of God.
The Biblical story of the Baptism of Christ is recorded in all four of the Gospels: Matthew 3,
Mark 1:1-9, Luke 3:21-22, and John 1:31-34.
John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus and the one chosen by God to proclaim His coming, was
preaching in the wilderness and was baptizing all who would respond to his message calling
for repentance. As he was doing this, John was directing the people toward the one who
would baptize them with the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11).
The Scriptures tell us that Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by
him. Initially, John would not do this, saying that Jesus should baptize him. Jesus said to
John, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness (3:15).
John consented and baptized Jesus.
When Jesus came up from the water, the heavens opened suddenly, and the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him. The Bible records that the Spirit descended like a dove and alighted on
him. When this happened, a voice came from heaven and said, “This is my Son, the Beloved,
with whom I am well pleased.” This was the voice of God the Father.
Christ’s baptism in the Jordan was “theophany,” a manifestation of God to the world,
because it was the beginning of our Lord’s public ministry. It was also a “theophany” in that
the world was granted a revelation of the Holy Trinity. All three Persons were made manifest
together: the Father testified from on high to the divine Sonship of Jesus; the Son received
His Father’s testimony; and the Spirit was seen in the form of a dove, descending from the
Father and resting upon the Son.
The theme of “manifestation” or “revelation” is also expressed in Scripture with the
symbolism of light. In the hymn of the Feast we sing, “Christ has appeared and enlightened
the world.” Thus, January 6 is also known as the Feast of Lights. The Church celebrates on
this day the illumination of the world by the light of Christ.

