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Clergy

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
His Grace Bishop THOMAS, Auxiliary Bishop of Charleston, Oakland & the Mid-Atlantic
Very Rev. Fr. George Alberts, Pastor
Very Rev. Fr. Dr. David Hester, Pastor Emeritus
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WELCOME to the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. We are
the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to the
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus Christ were first called
Christians (Acts 11:26).
The Orthodox Church is the oldest and second-largest Christian group in the world. We
are called by God, our Creator, to worship and follow Him and to proclaim to the world His
message of love, peace and salvation.
God loves all mankind and desires that all human beings should believe in Him, know Him,
abide in Him, and receive eternal life from Him. To accomplish this God Himself came into
the world as a man in Jesus Christ --- becoming man that we might become like God.
The Parishioners of St. Mary Parish welcome you and are pleased that you have decided to
worship Almighty God with our Parish family today. We encourage you to learn about our
Orthodox faith and our Parish if you are not yet Orthodox.
Although the non-Orthodox may not receive Holy Communion, which may only be given to
the Orthodox faithful, we invite you to come forward at the close of the Liturgy to receive
a blessing from the Priest and blessed bread. Please also come downstairs to the Parish
Hall join us for our fellowship hour.

Our Patronal Feast is the DORMITION (FALLING-ASLEEP) OF THE THEOTOKOS, which
is one of the Twelve Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church and is celebrated
each year on August 15. The Theotokos, the Virgin Mary, was “blessed
amongst women,” and she was chosen “to bear the Savior of our souls.”
Orthodox Christians consider her to be the Queen of all the saints and
angels. Knowing she is eternally present at the throne of God interceding
for mankind, we pray for her love, guidance, and protection.

COMMEMORATIONS

SCHEDULE OF PARISH LIFE AT ST. MARY
Today
after Liturgy

! Today

Ladies, Festival & Teen
Meetings

Sat. June 15 Memorial Saturday –
Divine Liturgy at 10:00
am and then
Confessions from 4:30
pm to 5:00 pm +
Vespers at 5:00 pm
Sun June 16

Pentecost - Matins at
8:50 & Divine Liturgy at
10:00 * Vespers at 5:00
pm with Kneeling
Service

CONFESSION IS ONE OF
SACRAMENTS OF THE
CHURCH & IS
IMPORTANT TO OUR
CONTINUED
SPIRITUAL HEALTH
…. FATHER GEORGE

THE

IS AVAILABLE EVERY

SATURDAY BEFORE
VESPERS AND SUNDAY

AFTER

LITURGY

OR BY APPOINTMENT TO HEAR YOUR

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
SILENCE YOUR CELL
PHONES IN CHURCH …..

Coffee hour sponsored in
loving memory of John Malta by
Debbie Malta + Trisagion Prayers are
offered for Andrew Mamary’s 40 Day
Memorial

! June 16 Holy Bread, Bulletin & Coffee

Hour offered/sponsored in loving
memory of Emily Taroli by Jerry Taroli
and Sons.

! June 23 Holy Bread and Bulletin are

offered/sponsored in loving memory of
Infant Jillian Witko by Jack, Reba &
Jaclyn Witko

Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, June 09, 2019
Sunday of the After-feast of the Ascension
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council
Cyril, archbishop of Alexandria; Pelagia and the three Virgin-martyrs of Chios;
Venerable Cyril of Belozersk; Venerable Columba, enlightener of Scotland

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered
tomb. And the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast
not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen
from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF THE ASCENSION IN TONE FOUR
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy Disciples with the promise of the
Holy Spirit, making them confident through the blessing that Thou art the Son of God, and Deliverer of
the world.
APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS IN TONE EIGHT
Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our holy Fathers as luminous stars
upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith, O most merciful One, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF THE DORMITION
In giving birth thou didst keep thy virginity and thy repose thou didst not forsake the world O
Theotokos, for thou art the mother of life and thou didst pass over into life. And through thine
intercessions from death thou dost redeem our souls.
KONTAKION OF THE ASCENSION IN TONE SIX
When Thou didst fulfill Thy dispensation for our sakes, uniting the terrestrials with the celestials, Thou
didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God, inseparable in space, but constant without separation, and
crying unto Thy beloved: I am with you, and no one shall be against you.
q THE EPISTLE r
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers.
For Thou art just in all Thou hast done.
THE READING FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. (20:16-18, 28-36)
In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time in Asia; for
he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. And from Miletus he sent to
Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. And when they came to him, he said to them: “Take
heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the
church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I know that after my departure fierce
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore, be alert, remembering that for

three years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. And now I commend you to
God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among
all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these
hands ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me. In all things I have shown you that
by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’” And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed with them all.
q THE GOSPEL r
THE READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN. (17:1-13)
At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Thy Son
that the Son may glorify Thee, since Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all
whom Thou hast given Him. And this is eternal life, that they know Thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ Whom Thou hast sent. I glorified Thee on earth, having accomplished the work which Thou
gavest Me to do; and now, Father, glorify Thou Me in Thy own presence with the glory which I had with
Thee before the world was made. I have manifested Thy Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out
of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest them to Me, and they have kept Thy word. Now they
know that everything that Thou hast given Me is from Thee; for I have given them the words which
Thou gavest Me, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from Thee; and they have
believed that Thou didst send Me. I am praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those
whom Thou hast given Me, for they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine, and I am
glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to
Thee. Holy Father, keep them in Thy Name, which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, even as
We are one. While I was with them, I kept them in Thy Name, which Thou have given Me; I have
guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But
now I am coming to Thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in
themselves.”
THE SYNAXARION
On June 9 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our father among the saints Cyril,
archbishop of Alexandria; Pelagia and the three Virgin-martyrs of Chios; Venerable Cyril of Belozersk;
and Venerable Columba, enlightener of Scotland.
On this day, the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the first Ecumenical Council of the 318 Godbearing Fathers, which took place in Nicaea in Bithynia.
Arius, the notorious heretic, began to blaspheme against God and His Son the Word, saying that the
latter was not God consubstantial with the Father, but that He was created as a stranger to the Substance
of the Father and His glory. Alexander, the Archbishop of Alexandria, tried to constrain Arius from
disturbing the faithful with this teaching; even though Alexander excommunicated him, Arius did not
cease his blasphemy, which spread throughout the Church in all nations. Thus, Emperor Constantine the
Great called the First Ecumenical Council, which gathered bishops and teachers in the Church from all
lands. They all proclaimed, as by one mouth, the equality of the Son of God with the Father in
Substance, thus laying down the noble Confession of Faith, The Creed, which we Orthodox Christians
recite to this day. The Church regards these divine Fathers as preachers of the Faith next to the holy
Apostles.
By the intercessions of the 318 God-bearing Fathers, O Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen.

