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Clergy

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
His Grace Bishop THOMAS, Auxiliary Bishop of Charleston, Oakland & the Mid-Atlantic
Very Rev. Fr. George Alberts, Pastor
Very Rev. Fr. Dr. David Hester, Pastor Emeritus
Subdeacon William Obeid + Subdeacon N.D. Namey + Subdeacon John Moses Jr.

WELCOME to the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. We are
the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to the
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus Christ were first called
Christians (Acts 11:26).
The Orthodox Church is the oldest and second-largest Christian group in the world. We
are called by God, our Creator, to worship and follow Him and to proclaim to the world His
message of love, peace and salvation.
God loves all mankind and desires that all human beings should believe in Him, know Him,
abide in Him, and receive eternal life from Him. To accomplish this God Himself came into
the world as a man in Jesus Christ --- becoming man that we might become like God.
The Parishioners of St. Mary Parish welcome you and are pleased that you have decided to
worship Almighty God with our Parish family today. We encourage you to learn about our
Orthodox faith and our Parish if you are not yet Orthodox.
Although the non-Orthodox may not receive Holy Communion, which may only be given to
the Orthodox faithful, we invite you to come forward at the close of the Liturgy to receive
a blessing from the Priest and blessed bread. Please also come downstairs to the Parish
Hall join us for our fellowship hour.

Our Patronal Feast is the DORMITION (FALLING-ASLEEP) OF THE THEOTOKOS, which
is one of the Twelve Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church and is celebrated
each year on August 15. The Theotokos, the Virgin Mary, was “blessed
amongst women,” and she was chosen “to bear the Savior of our souls.”
Orthodox Christians consider her to be the Queen of all the saints and
angels. Knowing she is eternally present at the throne of God interceding
for mankind, we pray for her love, guidance, and protection.

SCHEDULE OF PARISH LIFE AT ST. MARY
The Dormition Fast continues until
August 15
Today

After Liturgy + Day in
Damascus Festival
Meeting & Teen Meeting

Wed. Aug. 14 Confessions at 4:30 pm +
Vespers at 5:00 pm
Thurs. Aug. 15 Feast of the Dormition
Matins at 9:00 am &
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am
Fri. Aug. 16

Parish Golf Outing +
Registration at 11:30 am
and Tee-Off at 1:00 pm

Sat. Aug. 17

Confessions at 4:30 pm +
Vespers at 5:00 pm

Sun Aug. 18

Matins at 8:50 & Divine
Liturgy at 10:00 + Parish
Council Meeting

UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. MARY
Fri. Aug 16

Annual Parish Golf Outing
at Sand Springs Golf Club
in Drums

Sat Sept. 7 & Sun. Sept. 8 Parish Food
Festival * “A Day In
Damascus”

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
SILENCE YOUR CELL
PHONES IN CHURCH …..

COMMEMORATIONS
! Today + Bulletin, Holy Bread &

Coffee Hour are sponsored/offered
in loving memory of John Namey by
Corrine Namey
! August 18 + Bulletin and Coffee

Hour are sponsored in loving
memory of Jennie A. George to
commemorate the one year
anniversary of her repose, Abraham
George Jr. and Lorraine George by
Donna George + Trisagion Prayers
are said for Jennie, Abraham and
Lorraine George
! August 25 + Holy Bread is offered in

loving memory of Jake Censulla by
Corrine Censulla
Confession is one of the Sacraments of
the Church & Is
Important To Our
Continued Spiritual
Health …. Father
George is available every
Saturday before
Vespers and Sunday
after Liturgy or by
appointment to hear
your confession ….

Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, August 11, 2019
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost & Eighth Sunday of Matthew
After-feast of the Transfiguration of Christ
Martyr and Archdeacon Euplos of Catania in Sicily; Niphon, patriarch of
Constantinople; New-martyrs Anastasios and Demetrios of Lesbos

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the
sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that
Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN
When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou didst reveal Thy glory to Thy
Disciples in proportion as they could bear it. Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us sinners,
through the intercessions of the Theotokos. O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF THE DORMITION
In giving birth thou didst keep thy virginity and thy repose thou didst not forsake the world O
Theotokos, for thou art the mother of life and thou didst pass over into life. And through thine
intercessions from death thou dost redeem our souls.
KONTAKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN
Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld Thy glory,
O Christ our God; so that, when they should see Thee crucified, they would remember that all Thy
suffering was voluntary, and could declare to all the world that Thou art truly the effulgent Splendor of
the Father.
q THE EPISTLE r.
The Lord will give strength to His people.
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory.
THE READING FROM THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS. (1:10-17)
Brethren, I appeal to you, by the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be
no dissension among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has
been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brethren. What I mean is
that each one of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I
belong to Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of
Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispos and Gaius; lest anyone should say that you
were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know
whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the Gospel, and
not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

q

THE GOSPEL r

THE READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST.
MATTHEW. (14:14-22)
At that time, when Jesus went ashore he saw a great throng; and he
had compassion on them, and healed their sick. When it was
evening, the disciples came to Him and said, “This is a lonely place,
and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said, “They need not go
away; you give them something to eat.” They said to Him, “We have
only five loaves here and two fish.” And He said, “Bring them here
to Me.” Then He ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass; and
taking the five loaves and the two fish He looked up to Heaven, and
blessed, and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and were
satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces
left over. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides
women and children. Then Jesus made the disciples get into the
boat and go before Him to the other side, while He dismissed the
crowds.

THE SYNAXARION
On August 11 in the Holy Orthodox Church we continue to celebrate the feast of the Holy
Transfiguration of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ; and we commemorate the Holy Martyr and
Archdeacon Euplos of Catania in Sicily.
By his raiment, Euplos is a hallowed Levite; by his beheading, a truly steadfast hoplite.
On the eleventh Euplos was smitten with a cutting sword.
The Emperor Diocletian dispatched Commander Pentagurus to Sicily to exterminate any Christians he
found there. Pentagurus did not find a single Christian, for the few that were there, hid from the
persecutor and did not reveal themselves. Then someone accused Euplos of taking a book—the Book of
the Holy Gospels—to secret Christians and reading to them. They soon brought him to court, hung
that book around his neck and led him to prison. After seven days of imprisonment and hunger
Euplos was handed over for torture. While they were beating him with iron rods, Euplos mockingly
said: “O ignorant one, do you not see that because of God’s help, these tortures are for me as a
cobweb? If you can, find other harsher tortures, for all of these are as toys.” Finally, they led the martyr
of Christ out to the scaffold. Then Euplos opened the Holy Gospel and read from it to the people for a
long time. Many converted to the Faith of Christ. Euplos was beheaded in the year 304 and took up
habitation in the Kingdom of Heaven. His miracle- working relics repose in a village near Naples called
Vico della Batonia.
On this day, we also commemorate Niphon, patriarch of Constantinople; and New-martyrs Anastasios
and Demetrios of Lesbos.
By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

The Feast of the Dormition of Our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is celebrated on August
15 each year. The Feast commemorates the repose (dormition and in the Greek kimisis) or "falling-asleep" of the
Mother of Jesus Christ, our Lord. The Feast also commemorates the translation or assumption into heaven of the
body of the Theotokos.
The Holy Scriptures tell us that when our Lord was dying on the Cross, He saw His mother and His disciple John
and said to the Virgin Mary, "Woman, behold your son!" and to John, "Behold your mother!" (John 19:25-27). From
that hour, the Apostle took care of the Theotokos in his own home.
Along with the biblical reference in Acts 1:14 that confirms that the Virgin Mary was with the Holy Apostles on the
day of Pentecost, the tradition of the Church holds that she remained in the home of the Apostle John in
Jerusalem, continuing a ministry in word and deed.
At the time of her death, the disciples of our Lord who were preaching throughout the world returned to Jerusalem
to see the Theotokos. Except for the Apostle Thomas, all of them including the Apostle Paul were gathered together
at her bedside. At the moment of her death, Jesus Christ himself descended and carried her soul into heaven.
Following her repose, the body of the Theotokos was taken in procession and laid in a tomb near the Garden of
Gethsema ne. When the Apostle Thomas arrived three days after her repose and desired to see her body, the tomb
was found to be empty. The bodily assumption of the Theotokos was confirmed by the message of an angel and by
her appearance to the Apostles.
The Icon of the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos shows her on
her deathbed surrounded by the Apostles. Christ is standing in the
center looking at His mother. He is holding a small child clothed in
white representing the soul of the Virgin Mary. With His golden
garments, the angels above His head, and the mandorla surrounding
Him, Christ is depicted in His divine glory.
Christ, appearing in His Glory, stands in the center of the icon cradling
the soul of His Mother, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary. The
posture of the Apostles direct attention toward the Theotokos On the
right Saint Peter censes the body of the Theotokos. On the left Saint
Paul bows low in honor of her.
The Apostles bow their heads in reverence to the Theotokos as Saint
Peter (right) censes her body. Together with the Apostles are several
bishops and women. The bishops traditionally represented are James,
the brother of the Lord, Timothy, Heirotheus, and Dionysius the
Areopagite. They are shown wearing episcopal vestments. The women
are members of the church in Jerusalem.
In front of the bed of the Theotokos is a candle that helps to form a central axis in the icon. Above the candle is the
body of the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary. Standing over His mother is Christ holding her most pure soul.
Above Christ the gates of heaven stand open, ready to receive the Mother of God.
This great Feast of the Church and the icon celebrates a fundamental teaching of our faith—the Resurrection of the
body. In the case of the Theotokos, this has been accomplished by the divine will of God. Thus, this Feast is a feast
of hope, hope in Resurrection and life eternal. Like those who gathered around the body of the Virgin Mary, we
gather around our departed loved ones and commend their souls into the hands of Christ. As we remember those
who have reposed in the faith before us and have passed on into the communion of the Saints, we prepare ourselves
to one day be received into the new life of the age to come.
We also affirm through this Feast as we journey toward our heavenly abode that the Mother of God intercedes for
us. Through Christ she has become the mother of all of the children of God, embracing us with divine love.

