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Clergy

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
His Grace Bishop THOMAS, Auxiliary Bishop of Charleston, Oakland & the Mid-Atlantic
Very Rev. Fr. George Alberts, Pastor
Very Rev. Fr. Dr. David Hester, Pastor Emeritus
Subdeacon William Obeid + Subdeacon N.D. Namey + Subdeacon John Moses Jr.
Subdeacon/Seminarian David Rayahin + Seminarian Mark Makarios

WELCOME to the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. We are
the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to the
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus Christ were first called
Christians (Acts 11:26).
The Orthodox Church is the oldest and second-largest Christian group in the world. We
are called by God, our Creator, to worship and follow Him and to proclaim to the world His
message of love, peace and salvation.
God loves all mankind and desires that all human beings should believe in Him, know Him,
abide in Him, and receive eternal life from Him. To accomplish this God Himself came into
the world as a man in Jesus Christ --- becoming man that we might become like God.
The Parishioners of St. Mary Parish welcome you and are pleased that you have decided to
worship Almighty God with our Parish family today. We encourage you to learn about our
Orthodox faith and our Parish if you are not yet Orthodox.
Although the non-Orthodox may not receive Holy Communion, which may only be given to
the Orthodox faithful, we invite you to come forward at the close of the Liturgy to receive
a blessing from the Priest and blessed bread. Please also come downstairs to the Parish
Hall join us for our fellowship hour.

Our Patronal Feast is the DORMITION (FALLING-ASLEEP) OF THE THEOTOKOS, which
is one of the Twelve Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church and is celebrated
each year on August 15. The Theotokos, the Virgin Mary, was “blessed
amongst women,” and she was chosen “to bear the Savior of our souls.”
Orthodox Christians consider her to be the Queen of all the saints and
angels. Knowing she is eternally present at the throne of God interceding
for mankind, we pray for her love, guidance, and protection.

SCHEDULE OF PARISH LIFE AT ST. MARY
Tues. Nov 5 through Fri. Nov 8 – Father
George attends the Clergy
Synaxis at the Antiochian
Village
Thurs. Nov 7 Spaghetti Dinner at 4:00 pm
Fri. Nov. 8 – Sat. Nov. 9 – Ladies’ Rummage
Sale in Parish Hall
Sat. Nov 9

Confessions from 4:30 – 5:00 &
Vespers at 5:00 pm

Sun. Nov 10 Matins at 8:50 am & Divine
Liturgy at 10:00 am + Teen
Meeting following Liturgy

UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. MARY
Fri. Nov 15

Advent Begins !

Wed. Nov 20 Matins at 6 p.m. & Divine
Liturgy at 7 p.m. for the Feast
of the Entry of the Theotokos

COMMEMORATIONS
! Today – Holy Bread, Bulletin and
Coffee Hour offered/sponsored in
loving memory of Samuel, Najoum,
George, Abraham, Mary and Naphie
Solomon by the Solomon Family +
Trisagion Prayers are offered for the
same reposed of the Solomon Family
! Nov. 17 – Holy Bread is offered in loving
memory of Sam Moses and also Mike
and Helen Moses by CJ Moses and
Family
! Nov. 24 – Coffee Hour is sponsored in
loving memory of Janine Saba for the
5th anniversary of her repose and for
George Saba for the 6th anniversary of
his repose by Jane Saba

Sun. Dec. 8 St. Nicholas visits St. Mary
today!
Sun. Dec 15 Parish Christmas gathering at

C ONFESSION is one of
the Sacraments of the
Church & Is
Important To Our
Continued Spiritual
Health …. The Church
prescribes confession
at least four (4) times
a year ….. Father
George is available every

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
SILENCE YOUR CELL
PHONES IN CHURCH …..

Saturday before
Vespers and Sunday
after Liturgy or by appointment to hear
your confession ….

Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, November 03, 2019
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost & Fifth Sunday of Luke
Martyrs Akepsimas, Joseph & Aeithalas of Persia; Dedication of St. George
Church in Lydda of Palestine
Hieromartyr George of Neapolis; Theodore the Confessor, bishop of Ancyra

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He
hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us
from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION FOR THE PERSIAN MARTYRS IN TONE FOUR
Thy martyrs, O Lord, in their courageous contest for Thee * received as the prize the crowns of
incorruption and life from Thee, our immortal God. * For, since they possessed Thy strength, they cast
down the tyrants * and wholly destroyed the demons’ strengthless presumption. * O Christ
God, by their prayers, save our souls, since Thou art merciful.
APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR IN TONE FOUR
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the
victory-clad George; intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our souls.
APOLYTIKION OF THE DORMITION
In giving birth thou didst keep thy virginity and thy repose thou didst not forsake the world O
Theotokos, for thou art the mother of life and thou didst pass over into life. And through thine
intercessions from death thou dost redeem our souls.
ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O
despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto
our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
q THE EPISTLE r
Sing praises to our God, sing praises. Clap your hands, all ye peoples.
THE READING FROM THE EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE GALATIANS. (1:11-19)
Brethren, I would have you know that the Gospel which was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I
did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you
have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the Church of God violently and tried to
destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people; so extremely
zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when He Who had set me apart before I was born,
and had called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son to me, in order that I might preach

Him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those
who were Apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. Then
after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw
none of the other Apostles except James the Lord’s brother.
q THE GOSPEL r
THE READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE. (16:19-31)
The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, full of sores, who desired to be
fed with what fell from the rich man’s table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man
died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried; and in
Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom. And
he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in
water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you
in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is
comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been
fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from
there to us.’ And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house, for I have five
brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ But Abraham said,
‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and
the prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”
THE SYNAXARION
On November 3 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate the holy Martyrs Akepsimas the
bishop, Joseph the priest and Aeithalas the deacon of Persia.
A child prophesied that 80-year-old Bishop Akepsimas would suffer for Christ. He told a member of his
household that he would not return home, but instead go to his “home on high.” King Sapor raised a
bitter persecution of Christians throughout Persia, and Akepsimas was apprehended and thrown into
prison. The following day Joseph, a 70-year-old priest, and Aeithalas, a deacon, were also imprisoned.
After three years of imprisonment and many tortures, Akepsimas was beheaded. Joseph and Aeithalas
were buried up to their waists in the ground and stoned to death. That night, by God’s providence,
Joseph’s body disappeared, and a myrtle tree grew over Aeithalas’ body that healed all diseases and
pain. This tree stood for five years before the wicked pagans cut it down. These soldiers of Christ
suffered in Persia in the fourth century.
On this day, we also commemorate the Consecration of the Temple of the holy Great- Martyr George
in Lydda in Palestine, as well as the deposition of his holy body therein. George’s relics came from
Nicomedia, where he suffered at the time of Emperor Diocletian. Anticipating his martyrdom, George
begged his servant to take his relics to Palestine, where his mother had been born, and where he had
distributed his large estate to the poor. The servant did so. During the reign of Emperor Constantine,
pious Christians built the beautiful church to house the miracle- working relics of the Great Martyr.
On this day, we also commemorate the Hieromartyr George of Neapolis; and Venerable Theodore the
Confessor, bishop of Ancyra.
By their intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

